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A Message from the Transmission Reliability Program
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What’s Happening This Quarter?

¢ Operations and Maintenance Agreement Template Workshop was held May 31, 2012 - 9:00 AM-12:00 PM (check TxRP
website for details)

¢ The Electric Reliability Organization (ERO) cost allocation project for the 2013 WECC Operating year has been completed
and sent to WECC. Thank you for your quick responses!

Jointhe Transmission Reliability Conumunications Mailing List!
Many of you have been asking for a way to keep abreast of BPA Reliability Program activities —we are very pleased to announce a

system enabling customers to subscribe to the Reliability Program communications mailing list to receive announcements, publi-
cations, etc. Subscribe by clicking this link: http://listserver.bpa.gov/mailman/listinfo/reliability
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BES DEFINITION NEXT STEPS:

¢ BPA AND CUSTOMERS WILL
CONTINUE TO WATCH THE
NERC BES PROCESS

¢ BPA WILL SCHEDULE ADDI-
TIONAL BES CusTOMER CoOL-
LABORATIVE MEETINGS
THROUGHOUT THE NERC BES
PROCESS

4 BPA WILL KICKOFF AN INTER-
NAL PROJECT TO LOOK AT HOW
TO HANDLE CUSTOMER’S RE-
QUESTS FOR BES EXEMPTION

ANALYSIS

WECC/NERC/FERC Activity (Combined)

Bulk Electric System (BES) Customer Collaborative Update

- A new definition...

On March 29, 2012 TxRP held a BES Customer
Collaborative Workshop. The meeting was
very well attended by over 40 entities and
customer groups.

It was clearly communicated that BPA will
collaboratively work with customers to modify
or create sustainable processes as well as co-
ordinate with customers during the exemp-
tion process. However, BPA will support, not
lead, customer requests for BES exemptions.
As the exemption process becomes clear BPA
will perform analysis on impact to BPA (both
technical and SME resources drain) and kick
off an internal project to identify how to han-

dle Customer’s requests for BES exemptions.
Additionally, BPA will identify essential func-
tions that require 100% customer participa-
tion. High level areas of crucial importance
that have been identified so far include: sys-
tem configuration, data, coordination and
communication. It is important that the focus
remain on the actions or intent of the stan-
dards rather than the standards themselves

It was also communicated that additional BES
Customer Collaborative meetings will be
scheduled throughout the NERC BES process
by BPA.

Key Takeaways from the NERC Standards and Compliance Workshop

The NERC 2012 Standards and Compliance
Spring Workshop was held in San Diego April
16-18. We encourage each of you to take a
look at the presentation materials — they can
be found at: http://www.nerc.com/
page.php?cid=2%7C247%7C326.

We found the following sections of particular
interest:

e The NERC 101 presentation is a great
place for anyone new or semi-new to
start! Day 1 slides 1-44

e The FFT presentation and how to improve
your success rate on an item making it
through the FFT process. Day 1 slides 97-
119

Industry Activity Update

e The many changes coming up on PER-
003. Day 2 slide 22

e The Human Performance presentation.
Day 2 slides 109-201, it’s long and totally
worth it!

The next NERC Standards and Compliance
Workshop will be in Atlanta in October 2012.

In closing, we would strongly encourage enti-
ties from the West to attend the 2013 NERC
Standards and Compliance Workshop that
will be held within the western half of the
country. It is a great opportunity to hear
from many National leaders within Reliability
and Reliability Compliance.

- NERC activity has increased nearly 50% from a year ago -

BPA has recognized a dramatic increase in
NERC activity over the past year. April 2012
alone produced a 49% increase in activity from
the month of April 2011. The activity chart (to
the left) gives some insight on the direction
WECC, NERC and FERC activity is
going. BPA endeavors to pro-
vide a response for each reliabil-
ity request that is issued,
whether that is in the form of

~ " commenting on a Standard,

) Compliance Action Notice,
through balloting, or by provid-
ing a nomination for a standards
drafting team, workgroup, or
committee.

=—1010

Also, BPA strives to be a part of the process
100% of the time.

Currently, the Transmission Reliability Pro-
gram is coordinating a number of requests,
the largest being Project 2008-06 Cyber Secu-
rity Order 706 (Draft 2 of the version 5 CIP
standards). This project entails 10 different
standards with Definitions and an Implemen-
tation Plan; all requiring comments and ballot
positions. BPA is working hard to ensure that
concerns are met through the project phase
and will continue to be a part of the process
to ensure each standard provides an appro-
priate level of detail for all entities.
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Transmission Reliability Program Staff Spotlight
- Meet one of our staff members who is ready to help -

Aaron Paulson started his career at BPA in the
Office of Security and Emergency Manage-
ment in 2007 and he joined the Transmission
Reliability Program in 2008 as a Compliance
Specialist. His current job duties include:
tracking the status of the NERC Mandatory
n Reliability Standards, coordi-
s nating BPA’s North American
FORUM Transmission Forum (NATF)
participation as well as helping with BPA's
Transmission Emergency Response Program.

Aaron’s specific tasks include collecting and
coordinating data to be compiled into the
NATF survey requests as well as tracking met-
rics and pertinent webinars that are designed
for NATF specific practice groups in which BPA

Standards Coordination Corner

representatives are involved. He also ob-
serves and takes detailed notes for the Trans-
mission Emergency Response Program that
includes the Occupational Emergency Plans
and the Continuity of Operations Plans.

When asked what he enjoys most about work-
ing at BPA, Aaron responded, “I really enjoy
working with the people at BPA, they are very
friendly and outgoing.” Aaron’s interests out-
side of work include swimming, lifting weights,
boxing, training for the 2016 Paralympics
Games in the 200meter flat-water kayaking
sprint race, spending time with friends and
family, cooking and volunteering where he
can.

Aaron Paulson —
Transmission Reliability
Program Support

- Highlights of PRC-005-1b, Transmission and Generation Protection System Maintenance and Testing -

On February 3, 2012 the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission (FERC) issued an Order
approving the modification of the definition
for PRC-005-1b, Transmission and Generation
Protection System Maintenance and Testing.
The purpose of the standard is: To ensure all
transmission and generation Protection Sys-
tems affecting the reliability of the Bulk Elec-
tric System (BES) are maintained and tested.
This new definition of the Protection System
approved in Order No. RD11-13-000 became
mandatory enforceable on March 14, 2012
and superseded the R1 Interpretation ap-
proved in Order RM10-05-000. During the
initial ballot phase that took place in April of
2009, stakeholders indicated that the word
“currently” be removed from the “Response
to Question #1” regarding battery charges
and station batteries.

The drafting team agreed and removed the
term as correction prior to posting the inter-
pretation for a recirculation ballot. Balloters
also presented a mixed response to the ap-
proach for interpreting the questions related
to whether or not battery chargers were part
of the standard. Some balloters supported

Questions or Comments

TXRP Website: http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/

the drafting team’s literal approach while oth-
ers believed the team should have applied
more of its own judgment. While the drafting
team agreed with balloters regarding the im-
portance of battery chargers and other ele-
ments, the standard drafting team believed
that those types of changes needed to go
through the full standards development proc-
ess rather than the interpretation process.
Final ballot results were posted in August of
2009 with a 95.62% approval and Interpreta-
tion 1a was subsequently submitted to the
NERC Board of Trustees for approval. On Sep-
tember 26, 2011 FERC issued an Order approv-
ing interpretation 1a regarding applicability of
the standard to protection of radially con-
nected transformers and finally on February 3,
2012 FERC issued an Order approving inter-
pretation 1b of R1, R1.1, and R1.2 which up-
dated version 1a to 1b.

For more information please visit the Project
2009-10 project page at: http://

www.nerc.com/filez/standards/Project2009-
10 Interpretation PRC-005-1 CMPWG.html

Questions, comments, or topic suggestions can be submitted via the online form

Did you know?

4 THIS YEAR MARKS THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY OF BPA

4 ON DEcemBER 20, 1939 BPA
SIGNED ITS FIRST POWER SALES
CONTRACT WITH AN INDUSTRIAL
FIRM (ALUMINUM COMPANY
OF AMERICA)

¢ ON JUNE 22, 1941 BPA Em-
PLOYEE, WOODY GUTHRIE
WROTE THE ICONIC “RoLL ON
CoLuMBIA.” BPA HIRED THE
FOLKSINGER FOR 30 DAYS TO
HELP TELL THE COLUMBIA RIVER
SAGA. DURING THIS TIME
GUTHRIE WROTE 26 SONGS,
MANY OF WHICH BECAME PART
OF NORTHWEST HISTORY

TxRP Mission:

“Providing reliability coordination for our
customers, while maintaining a strategic
approach for standards development.”

at http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/business/reliability/CommentForm.cfm OR

send an email to TxReliabilityProgram@bpa.gov.
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